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NEW VOLUNTEER PROGRAM AT UM HELPS GRADE-SCHOOLERS 
MISSOULA—
University of Montana students with a desire to help set elementary school children on 
the road to advanced education can volunteer for the College Bound program begun this 
semester at UM.
The program is available thanks to the Center for Leadership Development and 
Volunteer Action Services, both at UM, and the McBride Foundation, a nationwide nonprofit 
organization headquartered in Albuquerque, N.M.
"It’s a great way for UM students to get out into the community and work with 
elementary students to teach them more about college, what it takes to get to college and what 
college life is all about," said Andrea Vernon, Volunteer Action Services director. "The 
program is a way to expose kids that might not otherwise be exposed to college at a young 
age."
College Bound targets fourth-, fifth- and sixth-graders, encouraging them to graduate 
from high school and introducing them to higher education and the benefits it provides. It is 
not a one-on-one mentoring program but is instead a classroom-based program in which the 
teacher also participates.
Over the course of five visits to elementary school classrooms and one tour of the UM
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campus, volunteers introduce children to different types of higher education institutions, 
courses of study, the admissions process, financial aid options, goal setting and daily student 
life.
In reverse-mentoring exercises, the children offer their advice and opinions about issues 
and decisions they face when looking toward post-secondary study. According to the 
foundation, these exercises are designed to increase children’s self-esteem and give them 
opportunities to think and organize like young adults.
The foundation provides volunteers with training and all of the forms and lesson plans 
necessary to facilitate the program. Students interested in volunteering may contact Trina 
Zahller at 243-4795 or 728-6912.
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